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audiovisual equipment proposers may want to use in the session. Funds are very
limited, and the time allocated for presentations is not ordinarily long enough for
length audiovisual enhancement. Requests for such equipment must be justified.
Those who would normally use slide and overhead projectors are urged to bring
hand-outs should projectors not be available. Tape recorders will not be
provided. Multiple version VCRs (PAL, Secam, and NTSC) will not be provided
because of the extraordinary rental charges for such machines. Slide projectors
are as small as laptops these days, and can be brought by presenters. Their high
rental cost makes their local availability problematic. There is now a co-payment
charge of $35 per session (not per presentation) for AV equipment. This charge
is due as soon as the session with the presentation has been accepted, and is not
refundable. The Proposal Form MUST include the a credit card for the charge,
so it must include a signature of the person on the credit card, the type of card -
Visa or MasterCard - the card number, and the expiration date. If the card
information is not included with the proposal form, the AV request will not be
processed. Including the credit card information does NOT guarantee that AV
equipment can be provided, since our budget is limited and there are more
requests than can be authorized, and equipment costs are generally five to ten
times the $35 to be charged. Only those whose requests are approved will have
their cards charged. If your request is not approved you may negotiate personally
with the hotel for equipment.

DESPITE THE SECTION ABOVE, REPRINTED VIRTUALLY
VERBATIM FROM THE WINTER 2002 NEWSLETTER, SOME
PARTICIPANTS IN THE 2003 CONFERENCE COMPLAINED THAT 1)
THEY THOUGHT THAT $35 WAS THE TOTAL COST FOR AV
DEVICES, OR 2) THEY THOUGHT THAT ALL DEVICES PROPOSED
WERE AUTOMATICALLY APPROVED AND THAT THE POLICY AS
STATED ABOVE WAS NOT CLEAR. PLEASE READ THE GUIDELINES
HEREIN PRINTED AND ON THE WEB SITE. WE DO NOT PROVIDE
ALL AV DEVICES REQUESTED, AND $35 IS A VERY SMALL SUM,
MUCH LESS THAN THE ACTUAL COST, WHICH MORE CLOSELY
APPROXIMATES $300. IF YOU CHOOSE TO RENT YOUR OWN
DEVICES AT THE GSA CONFERENCE, BE AWARE OF ACTUAL
COSTS. I REGRET REPEATING THIS TWICE, BUT I DO WANT TO BE
SURE THAT YOU DO NOT MISS IT. I AM TRYING TO HELP-NOT TO
CRITICIZE. IT HELPS US ALL IF YOU KNOW THE POLICY. IT IS
YOUR CONFERENCE AND YOUR PAPER. I WANT YOU TO BE
HAPPY WITH BOTH.

AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, I WILL EDITORIALIZE HERE, BEYOND
THE APPROVED TEXT: I ADVISE ALL PROPOSERS WHO APPLY
FOR AV DEVICES TO HAVE A BACK-UP PLAN. IF YOUR PROPOSED
DEVICE IS REJECTED BY THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE, EITHER
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BE PREPARED TO RENT YOUR OWN DEVICE OR BE PREPARED TO
PRESENT THE PAPER WITHOUT A DEVICE. THIS MAY MEAN
DISTRIBUTING HAND-OUTS OR RE-WRITING THE PAPER.
DECISIONS MADE BY THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE ARE JUST AS
IF THEY WERE DECISIONS REJECTING SESSIONS OR PAPERS. WE
HAVE LIMITED RESOURCES. THE SMALL CHARGE OF $35 ADDS
VERY FEW ADDITIONAL DEVICES AS A CO-PAYMENT, AND
CHARGES ARE RISING EVERY YEAR. OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
CHARGE MUCH MORE. WE WILL MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO LET
YOU KNOW AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE. AS SOON AS I AM ABLE, 1
WILL PLACE THE APPROVED LIST ON THE WEB SITE. DO NOT
INQUIRE AT OUR E-MAIL ADDRESS. WE ARE NOT PREPARED TO
RESPOND TO HUNDREDS OF INQUIRIES. WATCH THE WEB SITE.
IT WILL CONTAIN THE INFORMATION AS SOON AS I AM ABLE.
YOU MUST NOT ASSUME THAT YOU WILL HAVE A DEVICE. IF YOU
THINK THAT THE DATE THE LIST IS POSTED IS TOO LATE FOR
YOU, BECAUSE YOU ARE WRITING YOUR PAPER, THEN WRITE IT
AS IF YOU WERE REJECTED FOR A DEVICE. DO NOT WAIT FOR
THE ANNOUNCEMENT IF IT APPEARS TOO LATE FOR YOU TO
WRITE AN EXCELLENT PAPER. WE CAN ONLY MOVE SO FAST. IF
TIME IS PRESSING, AND YOU MUST PROCEED TO WRITING THE
PAPER, THEN DO IT AS IF THE DEVICE WERE REJECTED. THIS IS
ONLY LOGICAL.

Additional GSA Conference Policies:

1. Affiliation. As indicated above, it is necessary to list the names, addresses, e-
mail addresses, and affiliations of all participants in each session. This is
important so that each participant can be contacted by the Association and can
receive a printed copy of the Conference Program. Students must indicate that
they have student status. Student participants are eligible for registration at a
reduced rate. The Association does not have separate student sessions, but
integrates accepted student participants into regular sessions.

No more than two presenters in any session may be affiliated with the same
institution, university, or institute.

2. Withdrawal from the Conference. Persons who apply to present at the GSA
Conference are expected to present at the Conference if their proposals are
accepted. Withdrawal is accepted through April 1 without penalty. Withdrawal
after April 1 must be justified in a letter (or e-mail) to the Executive Director of
the Association. In accordance with a decision of the Executive Commiittee of the
Association, persons whose withdrawal is not accepted by the Executive Director
may be barred from presentation for three years.
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Should an individual withdraw from the Conference after paying registration
and/or meal fees, refunds will be made as follows: withdrawal prior to ten days
before the beginning of the Conference will allow a refund of the fees paid minus
$25 service fee; withdrawal within ten days of the beginning of the Conference
will not permit a refund of any registration or meal fees paid. Meal tickets cannot
be transferred by the Association. Should a member pick up her/his meal ticket
at the Conference and give it to someone else, that is acceptable. The Association
will not reassign tickets.

3. Hotel Reservation by the Association. The Association undertakes to attempt
to make hotel reservations for Conference participants. Only Conference
participants may take advantage of this service, and participants are defined as
those who wish to attend the Conference, whether they are on the program or not.
Therefore, Conference Registration is a pre-requisite for hotel reservation by the
Association. The only way to obtain hotel rooms at the reduced Conference rate
is through the Association. This prevents non-Conference participants from using
our reserved hotel block, When our block has been sold, or when the deadline for
making reservations has passed, the Association will make a reasonable effort to
secure more rooms, but cannot guarantee this. The Association does not confirm
hotel rooms. This is the responsibility of the Hotel.

Should a Conference Participant wish to cancel or change the dates of the hotel
reservation, this is the responsibility of the Participant and not of the Association,
and it must be done directly with the Hotel. The Association takes no
responsibility for changes or cancellations of room reservations.

The Program Commiittee and Conference Session Selection

The Annual GSA Conference has become as large as it presently can be
maintained in our conference hotels. We are unable to obtain additional meeting
rooms. Why? One reason is the low overnight hotel room booking of conference
participants. We have about 700 participants in the conference each year, but sell
less then 500 sleeping rooms. People share rooms, find a less expensive hotel, or
stay with friends.

Given the tight allotment of meeting rooms, we have had to make some
adjustments. Cancellations, which allow a meeting room to go unused, when
some other session could have been accepted, prevent others from participating.
They must be discouraged.

The Decision Process: The GSA Conference has no unified theme, requiring all
proposals to address a particular topic, nor can the Association permit a
disproportionate number of sessions to address a single theme, to the exclusion
of others. The selection process involves not only an examination of the quality
of proposals, but also a determination of balance among many factors. These
include discipline, theme, and even century. For example, we cannot completely
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exclude sessions that focus on the period prior to 1900 or 1800 or some such
date. This does not mean that lesser quality sessions will be accepted, because we
have more good quality proposals than we accept. Rather, it means that we try to
secure a balance. It does mean that not all good quality proposals will be
accepted, but it does mean that only good quality proposals will be accepted. The
competition for acceptance is very stiff, because the number off meeting rooms
is very limited. Each year, many proposals cannot be accepted. The Executive
Committee has determined that priority will be given to good quality proposals
from individuals who have not presented as often over those who have presented
more often in prior years.

Rejection: The Program Committee makes its determination accordance with
Association Policy and has the advice of the Executive Council through the
president and the Executive Director on this matter. Accordingly, there is no
appeal from a decision. The Committee works very hard in a very short time.
Proposers should make their proposals as clear and as strong as possible, so that
the Committee will have the proper information from which to make a decision.

European Participation: Because of the necessity of obtaining funds for
transatlantic travel, European participation is dependent upon outside factors.
The Association knows that the transatlantic nature of our Conference is a unique
feature, and the GSA is a transatlantic dialogue. That German is a co-equal
language at the Conference aids in this, GSA is the least expensive form of
transatlantic conference in German Studies reaching the largest number of
excellent scholars that is held anywhere! We try to maximize the number of
foreign scholars, but are very dependent upon outside funding. Cancellations
occur here, too, and we are also unable to accept every excellent transatlantic
session. Our funding sources should understand that those transatlantic
participants who ARE accepted are very special, and are genuinely deserving of
funding. We understand the shortage of funds everywhere. We do our best.

DFG Funding: The DFG may require an application to the DFG dated January
1, 2003. Participants are warned that the DFG occasionally enforces this rule. In
other words, the DFG may require an application six weeks prior to the GSA
deadline for submitting proposals. GSA is attempting to clarify this ruling.

GSA Funding: The German Studies Association has limited funds available
from donations and contributions, and can use these funds to aid a very small
number of non- North American scholars in participation in the Conference.
Scholars who seek GSA travel support ordinarily must have applied elsewhere as
well, because our funds are so limited. Scholars wishing to avail themselves of
GSA funds for travel must apply to the Executive Director of the Association for
such support. This can be done by e-mail to thegsa@yahoo.com and should be
done as soon as possible and with full information. Those persons who are
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granted funding and who subsequently cancel their participation are liable for all
costs of ticket, hotel, registration, meal tickets, and may also be subject to a
service charge of US$100 for such cancellation.

The Program Committee cordially invites proposals on any aspect of German
Studies, including (but not limited to) history, Germanistik, film, political
science,and cultural studies. Proposals for entire sessions and for
interdisciplinary presentations are encouraged. Individual paper proposals are
also welcome. Kindly submit to the appropriate Committee member in
accordance with the GSA Guidelines.

Program Committee for the 2004 GSA Conference in Washington, D.C.

Program Director: Prof. Mark Rectanus e-mail: mwr@iastate.edu, fax: 515-
294-9914 phone: 515-294-4324 mail: Department of Foreign Languages and
Literatures, 300 Pearson Hall, Iowa State University, Ames, IA 50011.

20th Century Literature and Cultural Studies: Prof. Barbara Kosta e-mail:
bkosta@u.arizona.edu, fax: 520-626-8268, phone: 520-621-7385, mail:
Department of German Studies, LSB 301, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ
85721.

20th Century History: Prof. Elizabeth Heinemanm e-mail: elizabeth-
heineman@uiowa.edu, fax: 319-335-2293, phone: 319-335-2299, mail:
University of Iowa, Department of History, 280 Schaeffer Hall, Iowa City 1A
52242-1409.

19th Century History, Literature, and Cultural Studies: Prof. Andrew Lees,
e-mail: alees@camden rutgers.edu, fax: 856-225-6602, phone: 856-225-6071,
6080, mail: Department of History, Rutgers - The State University of New Jersey,
Camden, NJ 08102.

18th Century History, Literature, and Cultural Studies: Prof. Alexander
Mathids, e-mail: mathaesa@oregon.uoregon.edu, fax: 541-346-4126, phone:
541-346-4101, mail: Dept. of Germanic Languages and Literatures, University
of Oregon, Eugene, OR 97403-1250.

Political Science: Prof. James Sperling, e-mail; jcs4 @uakron.edu, mail: 231 S.
Main Street, Granville, OH 43023, phone: 740-587-2641 (MWESS), 330-972-
8261 (TTH after 1:30-4:00).



Section Two
Computers and Internet

Handheld PDA’s and Cell Phones

Some of us are still in the dark ages with paper address books and appointment
calendars. However, now that handheld PDA’s are more and more available, less
and less expensive, and have more and more features, it may be time to invest in
one or to upgrade if you already have one. First of all, a PDA is a Personal
Digital Assistant. This is geek-speak for a small electronic device that replaces
an address book and an appointment calendar and does much more,besides. The
biggest advantage over the paper address book is that each new name is
automatically alphabetized and you never have to worry about not having
enough pages under "A" or "M," for example. A second advantage is that, when
people change their addresses, their names (get married or divorced or
whatever), or affiliations, you can just enter the information and it is
automatically there. You do not have to worry about erasing or scratching out, or
such. A third advantage is that you can have your appointment book together
with the address book, and never forget one when bringing the other. Finally,
there is the great joy that you do not have to re-copy everything when the device
gets shabby — you can just download the data into a newer device. Disadvantage
is that it costs more than $12.95 to buy one.

OK, everyone should have a PDA, even if you only use it for addresses or for
addresses and appointments. Which should you buy, and how much does it cost?
Finally, how do you use it?

Let’s take this one at a time. There are two basic varieties, but many, many
brands. The two varieties are: 1) Palm-based, and 2) Windows-based. Palms got
there first and still have the biggest market share, though they are fighting hard
against the Windows ones. Palms are generally thinner, and lighter, because they
need less memory and battery than the Windows ones. Both are easy to use, and
it is a toss-up which you would like. You do not need Windows compatibility
with your desktop unless you are transferring text and other things. Most
academics do not much bother with the rest of the software, staying largely with
addresses and appointments. If you do other work on the device, you may want
Windows compatibility. The Palm software for addresses and appointments
works great on Windows computers, so that it really is a matter of preference. On
the other hand, the Palm software also works on Macs, so if you have Apple Mac,
then you might want to stay with Palm.

Next, you may want to decide whether you want the PDA combined with a cell



23

phone. There are those devices out there, and you get one with the cell phone. If
you upgrade your cell phone regularly, you may not want it, but it may be just
handy to have only one device and that always with you. These tend to be slightly
larger than most cell phones, because they need a bigger screen, and they tend to
use up your battery more, because you are using it for two purposes, and each
uses the battery, so it needs to be charged more often. Once you get beyond that,
then the choice is yours. Unless, of course, you opt for the newer cell phones
with pictures and a camera. Hard to get everything in one device just yet. As an
example, Samsung has three separate phones on the market. One is with
Microsoft Windows Mobile, one with PalmOS, and one has different features
with Windows Mobile. It is integrated, with the PDA on the flip side and the
phone on the base side of the clamshell. It seems sleek and handy. I'm sorry, but
I don’t know what to do yet with a camera on these things. Oh, don’t forget:
Nokia, Motorola, and the other cell phone makers are busy developing their own
PDA software so that they do not have to use Microsoft’s Windows (and pay for
it) or Palm. Expect this to come out soon. Probably, just after you buy something
else and before you have unpacked the box.

OK, let’s assume that you have decided on either Palm or Windows and whether
you want to have it combined with a cell phone or not. Now, you have to pick
the actual device itself from a blurry mist of numerous products from different
manufacturers. There are three criteria here: 1) price, 2) size, and 3) additional
features.

You can get a basic device for about $100. It isn’t large, and is probably made in
China by underpaid individuals who are delighted to destroy the American
manufacturing industry and put its employees out to pasture. Ever wonder why
tax cuts don’t work any more? Because, as soon as people have more money,
they go out and spend it. And, instead of buying something made in the USA and
providing jobs and a stimulus to the economy, they buy something made in China
and stimulate the Chinese economy instead. That is why the USA buys 34% of
the total exports of China and I could not find a toaster made anywhere else but
China when I needed to replace mine. Anyway, enough editorializing. As scon as
you look to pay a little more, you might get a brighter screen with more
resolution and/or with color, so that your eyes don’t get tired trying to read it in
daylight. This drives the price up, and usually means more of a drain on the
battery. Since laptop computers are getting smaller and they do what I want. Or,
since I can take a hard drive with me and plug it in somewhere (the keychain
ones are down to $35 each), I really myself do not look for more than a PDA in
a PDA. So, the less expensive ones are just fine, except I like to be able to read
the screen. If you want additional features, let the salesperson tell you why you
need them.

Interacting with your home computer is a cinch, and you can have the same



24

address book and appointments on your desktop. Now, the only other device you
would need is a Cardscan. This handy little add-on, available only for Windows
computers, reads business cards and easily adds them into your address book. Do
you believe? Yes, it will read them in English, German, French, etc. and do it
flawlessly for the most part. Whenever I go to Europe, I always come back with
a fistful of them, and hand out a fistful myself when I am there, so the little
Cardscan is a lifesaver. It sits on the computer tower under my desk, and I don’t
even know it is there until I need to use it. This is just great, and I don’t know
how I ever got along without it in the past. Cardscan works both with Palm and
Windows PDA'’s but only with Windows computers. In other words, it is not for
the Mac. You can synchronize your desktop and PDA in less than a minute.
How? You just sit your PDA into its cradle, press a couple of keys on it and the
computer, and wait. Presto! Piece of cake.

Now, as soon as you get one, put the GSA data in it.

One for the Mac

Ever wonder why Mac owners don’t complain so much about viruses? Because
they do not get them as much as the Windows computer owners. Why not? Well,
the Wall Street Journal reports, people do not write them for the Mac because it
doesn’t seem to be worth the effort. There are so many million more Windows
computers out there, it really is a waste of time to write a virus that will affect
the Mac OS. And, the Mac OS is based on a different format than Windows, and
is more difficult to infect. So, why bother? You get lots more publicity working
on developing a virus for Microsoft. This does not mean that Macs are free of
viruses, but there are just many, many fewer of them out there. And, the new
Macs come with their own firewall.

Bloomba? Is it a drink or a music group?

Actually, it is neither. It is e-mail, and it is better than Eudora. What? Why do I
need it? Well, if you are in Windows, and using Outlook Express, you might get
a heads-up from your local computer expert. Microsoft hasn’t revised Outlook
Express in years, and doesn’t seem interested in doing so, and lots of weirdos are
targeting it with viruses. Netscape is a browser-based alternative, but they are
slow. They make it difficult to work offline, and they don’t archive messages,
says Stephen H. Wildstrom of Business Week. He likes Bloomba. One of the
great advantages of this e-mail program is that it is search-capable. It archives
messages as they come in, and you can search for words in text through hundreds
of messages instantly. Gee! That’s interesting! You can save messages in groups,
according to subjects, themes, authors, or whatever.
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How to get Bloomba? You can download it for $49.99 from bloomba.com and it
comes with Saproxy Pro, a spam-killer. The more people who buy it, the better
the chances that they will make enough money to keep updating their search
engine. I haven’t used it myself, but it sounds fascinating. And, it is a way out of
Microsoft. I may just try it.

How to buy a laptop

PCWorld likes to say that laptops come in four sizes, and it is probably a good
idea to understand what each size represents, so that you can make a good
decision in buying one. This is the season to buy, around Christmas, and lots of
people are buying laptops, even against desktops. So, you will want to give it
some thought. The four sizes are:

1) subnotebook, or under 3.5 pounds
2) ultraportable, or 3.5 - 5 pounds

3) mainstream, or 5 — 7 pounds

4) desktop replacement, over 7 pounds

Subnotebooks are great for taking anywhere. Their main disadvantage is that
their keyboards are pretty small and their battery life is relatively limited.
Ultraportables have larger keyboards and better battery life, but their screens are
smaller than regular sizes. Mainstreams have all you need, but are heavier, and
do not have a screen as larger as the bigger desktop replacements. The latter are
really as good as desktops, but are as heavy as a ton of bricks, and their batteries
generally die after two hours. OK, this is a good way to decide what you want.
You need to give up something for every one of them, but most academics
probably want either the smallest or the biggest. The biggest as a desktop
replacement. Frankly, I opt for the smallest two. And, I would buy a keychain
hard drive and get a card for internet access on wi-fi. In other words, make your
notebook accessible to internet by wireless. You get the best of all worlds with
this, and don’t have to spend all that money. Prices are dropping on them, and
battery life is getting better. Even with my big hands, I can manage the small
keyboards. But, it is a personal matter. I just love the smaller Mac portables, and
the Windows ones from Sony, the Vaio. They are small, and great. However,
other people have different attitudes. Check out the range, but remember what
you are looking for. Remember that it is not the salesperson who is going to use
the laptop, but you. I like having a regular desktop at home, and cannot see
lugging one of the huge ones around. I prefer the laptop as an accessory for
traveling. In that case, it is best to get a smaller one. They have all the access
points. So, go shopping with YOUR needs in mind, not somebody else’s — not
mine or the salesperson.
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Big Laptops

OK. Let’s say that you have decided for the big laptops, the desktop replacement
kind that you can carry around (if you have the strength) but also might use as a
desktop. Surely, it is more convenient, you say, than transferring files back and
forth all the time. So, you look at a few sample models. Let’s say that you start
with the IBM Thinkpad. It weighs in at 8.54 pounds, and has a battery life of 3.5
hours. That is among the longest battery life of a laptop of this size out there. It
is a real value. It has a good keyboard, but IBM likes this Trackpoint instead of
a mouse. If that is all right with you, it might be what you are looking for. On the
other hand, lots of people liked the Fujitsu Lifebook, which is slightly lighter in
its N Series at 8.05 pounds, but whose battery life is only 2 hours. Screen is really
sharp, and it does a lot. Can you get away with only 2 hours of battery life? Well,
then look at the Toshiba Satellite, too. This behemoth weighs 9.9 pounds (I said
that you needed strength), and really is packed with power, but it, too, lasts only
2 hours on the battery. Otherwise, you might check the Dell, or the Gateway. The
Dell Inspiron 5150 is the battery champ. Weighing in at 10.5 pounds, its battery
lasts about 5 hours. You could always get someone to help you life this "portable”
laptop. At $1799, it isn’t cheap. The Gateway is more expensive still, but $500
more saves you two pounds in weight. It comes with Wi-Fi. And, there are many
others. Frankly, though, they weigh a lot, and a couple of hours on the battery
probably makes the IBM sound good. I’'m too small to think of lugging anything
like the Dell around anywhere. So, I would look further, or advise that you get a
smaller laptop. Until, unfortunately, you meet the star attraction. Oh, I'm sorry.
It’s the Mac Powerbook G4. It weighs 6.8 pounds, and its battery lasts 4.5 hours!
It is one inch thick, the screen is a fantastic 17 inches, the keyboard reasonable,
and with $99 more and an Airport Extreme card, you are up and computing at the
local Starbucks Coffee Shop or anywhere else there is Wi-Fi. Not only that, but
the screen colors are easy on the eyes for a long work period. It has an anodized
aluminum case, comes with MacOS X Panther operating system, a really fun OS,
and can do most if not all of what you want. That said, it is much more expensive
than the IBM, unless you opt for the smaller screen. Then, you can get one for
the same price. Is that a challenge, a smaller screen? Are you kidding? On this
beauty? Oh, well, if you prefer a PC, then stick to the others. I've got one, the
smaller screen model, and put my Sony away for it. It’s so neat, you can even use
it on the airplane to watch DVDs. Just get earphones.

If you travel a lot

If you travel a lot, and have a laptop that you can lift and take with you, the
alternative to long battery life is the airline seat adapter. Now, those going to and
from the East Coast of the United States do not have much of a problem, but for
the rest of us, with maybe ten hour trips, there aren’t any batteries made that can
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handle more than a fraction of the trip. So, it is a good idea to think of the
adapters that will plug your laptop into the new seat power outlets on many
airliners. There are two tricks to this. First, you need to find out from your airline
which kind of adapter they need, not only which kind will plug into your
computer. The airlines have no universal standard outlet. Second, you will need
to find out if the outlets are available at every seat, or in every row. If not, you
may either have to have an extension cord, or persuade the airline to give you a
seat next to the outlet. The adapters are relatively inexpensive, generally selling
for less than $100. So, if you want to watch your own DVD movies, or just
compute along the way, it is a good idea to check out the outlet availability on
your favorite airline.

Wi-Fi or not to Wi-Fi

Ok, you are on the road somewhere and you think that there may be a wireless
network in your vicinity. You would like to use it and get on the internet. How?
Well, you could pull out your trusty laptop and boot it up, wait for it to recognize
Windows or MacOS, and then see if there is a connection. What a bother! OK,
try something else. Buy a $29.95 device from Kensington — the accessory people
who always think of something that we need even before we know we needed it.
It is a credit card sized little device that checks if there is a usable 802.11b or
802.11g wireless signal active where you are. Red is no. A single green light
means yes, but barely. Three green lights and you are ready to roll! Does it work?
Well, not all the time. Come on Kensington, make it better!!

VCR to DVD?

Well, all you av fans who want to do something at a GSA Conference, I don’t
know what to say. However, HP has a new device on the market that easily
converts videos to DVD. It costs $399. Is it worth it? Well, would you use it? Of
“course, you can always buy a DVD camcorder.

Panther is here

This is the new MacOS that is a relatively significant upgrade of Jaguar, the
original MacOSX operating system. I haven’t used it, but I have seen it, and it is
really fun to use. It offers a bunch of new features, and sells for $129
commercially or about $69 on campus stores. Installing it is not so easy, because
you have to re-install all of your internet access codes, which is a bear, and
requires that you write them down before you start, or you will have to call for
assistance. Otherwise, it is a "cool” interface, and gives you multiple views on
the screen at the same time. This is VERY helpful if you are doing a number of
things simultaneously, which I find myself doing a lot. So, I probably will install
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it when I work up the courage to mess up my internet interface. What I really like
about Apple stores is the geek desk, a desk at the back where you can just walk
up with your problem and some smart young person just smiles and tells you
nicely how to solve it. They are SOOQO very nice, and socoo very smart that it
is really a pleasure and a good reason enough to buy a Mac. By the way, a
neighbor hadn’t ever bought a computer, and he finally got the iMac. Started it
up in a cinch, was on-line without a hitch, and is now happily surfing German
newspapers (how about www.zeitungen.de) and sending me his analyses of the
latest developments. I had to do almost nothing to get him going, and he is just
computing as if he took a course somewhere. That is certainly one advantage of
Macs that they have retained. The iMac keeps getting better. Unfortunately, it is
still more expensive than a basic PC.

New Batteries for Digital Cameras

Energizer has come out with the Lithium E battery, and you might give them a
try on your digital camera. The AA size will last five times longer than the
regular alkaline batteries. Their rechargeable batteries have a new system that
recharges them in less than an hour.

Small Digital Cameras

In getting a digital camera to take along with you, you may be thinking of what
it can do for you when you get there. That is a big option, but first you have to
take it along. Alas, I have two cameras. One, I use for trips where I have one
flight, one stop, and then just make short day trips. It is a larger camera, with 10X
zoom. Really nice, and has a great lens and takes great pictures. I don’t like to
heft it through multiple airports, many trips, and a long journey with many stops.
It is just too big and bulky. So, I bought a small Canon Elph, a little larger than
a credit card. It takes good pictures, but is only 3X zoom, and cannot do the bells
and whistles of the larger one. Still, the pictures are great. Now, here is the
problem. In the smaller cameras, small makes for problems. You see, some of the
cameras out there do not have good lenses. I have seen some where the pictures
have too much green, and the color is not true. I have seen some which sacrifice
simplicity, or which do not offer some of the real features that you want and
need. For example, the Canon has a viewfinder as well as the look-through-the-
lens feature. This is very, very important in a digital camera. Why? Because
taking a picture in sunlight, especially direct sunlight, can wash out the image of
the picture in your screen, and you cannot see what it is your camera is taking a
picture of. It is a guess. You can see perfectly well in subdued light, but in direct
sunlight many digital cameras offer no option and you cannot see your intended
picture. This is where a viewfinder comes in. A simple add-on, but some camera-
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makers have forgotten it. If the camera is really small, there is a good chance that
the lens is not too good or that the battery life is about twenty minutes. Now, that
is an exaggeration, but it seems to me that the smaller digital cameras kill off
their batteries sooner than some others. So, you have to carry spare batteries. On
the other hand, the small ones are really good for popping them out in a hurry
and snapping a picture of something that you can use in class or for whatever.

Mighty amazon.com and ''Search Inside the Book"

Jeff Bezos, founder of amazon.com, has done it again. His site has now digitally
scanned 33 million pages of more than 120,000 book titles that are currently in
print. If you are a registered subscriber of amazon.com, and there is no fee to
become one, you can go to their site and search their data base not only for the
title of a book, but for content. You can actually find a reference on the very page
it is and call it up and read it on line. Of course, you will not be permitted to see
more than 20% of any book, but it is enough to help you do your research and
help you decide which book or books to buy. Bezos hopes that you will buy them
on amazon. This is an enormous achievement. You can now find whole
references, whole pages, and read them for free. After a few pages, you will be
prompted to buy the book, or you can shut your reading down. The service
industry serves! Competition is great. Now, let us see how many of your students
use the service to write their term papers!!! And, whether you give them credit
for it or Jeff Bezos. Hat’s off to him.



Section 3
GSA Archives Committee Report

The German archival system is still being shaped by developments which we
reported on last year.

Budget shortfalls which affect the federal government as well as states and
municipalities continue to curb the activities of archives, which stand relatively
low on the priority list. Cuts mean ever fewer personnel to be available for
researchers; critical delays in restoration and in filming endangered materials,
etc. There have even been discussions about privatizing state archives.

Many archives are even demanding fees for use of their materials, occasionally
per file presented to the researcher. Personal advising of users is giving way to
standardized forms and frequent rejection notices.

In addition, the transfer of documents from state agencies to archives is
endangered by the fact that cuts in budgets and personnel prohibit or retard
approaching agencies which do not automatically forward their materials to
archives. These materials are thus lost to research.

Exacerbating this generally gloomy picture is a trend in the archival profession
toward concentrating on “core responsibilities,” i.e. those activities which are
prescribed in the archival laws. This trend is strengthened by the fashionable
definition propagated by Angelika Menne-Haritz of the archivist as “archives
manager”, i.e. archivists who see their task as receiving, categorizing, storing and
retrieving collections without, however, being very much aware of the contents
or their significance or relation to other collections. The growing size of
collections in connection with the diminution of personnel strengthen this trend.

At the same time, there is a tendency not to acquire non-governmental materials,
such as personal papers, company archives, collections from various political
parties, etc. In Cologne, for example, there lurks the threat of the dissolution of
some of these kinds of record collections already in the holdings. In other
archives as well archivists are considering no longer acquiring these kinds of
records, including film collections.

In Hamburg it has been announced that funds for portions of municipal archives
and history workshops (Geschichtswerkstaetten), which are not to be sure
“archives” in the formal sense , but which nevertheless contain much valuable
material for Alltagsgeschichte such as personal papers, newspaper interviews
and interviews of contemporaries as well as photographs, are to be cut to the
point where these repositories will no longer be usable. Should these be shut
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down, there is no indication of what will happen to the materials housed there.
There is, however, some resistance developing to this plan.

Electronic data acquisition continues to be an issue. This form of documentation
is becoming ever more the rule in official agencies. Archives are often not
included or not included in a timely fashion in discussions about how this data
will be sent to archives. In all discussions about the electronic processes of
communication in and among governmental agencies there figures prominently
questions about Datenschutz of electronically stored materials and the
organization of those records. Many faxes and emails simply do not get included
in materials sent to archives, and, if they are, get mixed up in questions of
provenance and cataloguing.

We would point this year particularly to problems in researching religious
history. Whereas the major denominations have their own archives, some of
which material can be transferred to state archives or used on site, the picture
gets much bleaker when we consider the independent denominations and smaller
religious communities. In the evangelical state churches the records of
individual local congregations remain the property of the individual Gemeinden,
These records are very important, especially for Lokal - and Alltagsgeschichte,
but seldom find their way into the larger religious archives. Often they are not
properly catalogued or stored, again because of scarcity of funds, and therefore
not accessible to researchers.

One useful initiative in response to this problem is that of the Kirchenkreisarchiv
“Alt-Hamburg”, which has organized a research project on the history of local
parishes during the Nazi period. In addition to the scholarly research, the plan
includes finding and making parish archives accessible for research purposes.
Unfortunately, the means are lacking to then transfer these smaller collections
into the larger archive. Still, the first step has been taken which should not only
be a useful contribution to research on the nazi period but also offer a model for
other cities to emulate.

One useful piece of information deals with the very interesting source of primary
information from both world wars: Feldpostbriefe. These letters were of great
public interest after the First World War, but drew little attention after the Second
World War until the 1980s. It is estimated that the Second World War alone
gnerated between 30 and 40 billion letters in the postal system , of which over
one hundred thousand survive, scattered in a number of collections. (No one
knows how many are in private hands) I'll only mention one here for times sake;
the Bibliothek fiir Zeitgeschichte Stuttgart has two large collections: the
“Sammlung Sterz” with 25,000 documents and the “Sammlung Schiiling”™” with
35 000 documents. In many cases these documents are extracts from original
letters which eliminate personal information, but include “comments on political
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or military events”. You can find out about this and other repositories at the
website: www.feldpost-archiv.de. (Note: there is also a website
www.feldpostarchiv.de, but that is a small, private site which just contains a
small sampling of letters.

The committee would also like to draw the membership's attention to the massive
declassification of records in Washington, especially of the OSS, as a result of
the Nazi War Crimes Discloser Act and the activities of the International
Working Group (IWG). This material includes British intercepts of German
messages, particularly those from the Sicherheitsdienst (SD) that were provided
to the US, but classified until now as Foreign Government Information. In many
cases, the German originals no longer exist.

In addition, we would like to refer members to the newly established (August)
“Forschungs-und Dokumentationszentrum Kriegsverbrecherprozesse” in
Marburg/ Hessen, which aims at housing the records of all trials of German and
Japanese war criminals worldwide. This center arises from a five year pilot study
carried out by Peter Cohen, Berkeley and Dieter Simon, president of the Berlin-
Brandenburg Academy of Sciences. Currently the collection has 400 microfilm
rolls with c. 400 000 pages of documentation. But their goals are ambitious. In
the Soviet Union alone there were 34000 war crimes trials up to 1950.
Apparently the Polish trials are in the best condition--1817 Germans were tried
in Poland after the war. Other countries are problematic, however, especially
France, where the 100 year rule applies and Italy, where documentation is
scattered all over the country , and no central register exists. (Siiddeutsche
Zeitung, 9/5/03).

For a comprehensive and quite informative report from the Bundesbeauftragte
fir die Unterlagen des Staatssicherheitsdienstes der ehemaligen Deutschen
Demokratischen Republik we direct the membership attention to a pres release
of September 12, 2003 which can be accessed at: presse@bstu.bund.de

A new Federal Archives law went into effect last year and addressed the issue
of the 50, 60 or 80 year rule on holdings. As it stands now, researchers have the
right to access generally to archival holdings of the Federal government from 30
years ago or earlier; to holdings which contain records of individuals only 30
year after the death of that person or, if the death date is not known, 110 years
after the death of the person. Otherwise, with regard to certain records [ 2; 477?]
the time is 60 years after the origin of the document, but does not apply to
documents generated prior to 23. May 1949 which are necessary for certain
scholarly research or for other legitimate purposes.

Some member complaints continue to be registered with regard to high costs and
delays in copy making at German Federal Archives branches. The archives have
farmed out copying to private companies, for example, Selke Archivdienst,
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which collect orders, make and send copies. But the process is often
cumbersome. All copies have to be cleared and paid for through Koblenz and
often a month goes by until the copies are finally sent out to the researcher. If the
scholar has returned home in the meantime, this means the extra expense of air
mail to avoid further delay. Moreover, while the files to be copied are in the
hands f the copy companies, they cannot be released for the use of other scholars
who happen to be waiting for them. I don’t think there is much we can do about
this. The archives are saving themselves money in times of financial exigency.

It has also been reported that the Politisches Archiv des Auswirtigen Amtes in
Berlin is sending documents to Bonn to be copied for scholars. This policy does
not just cause long delays for researchers, but also undermines the whole purpose
for this archive to maintain a separate special status—namely that its documents
need to be immediately available when needed. Not to mention the wear and tear
on the documents themselves in transit.

In other case it has been reported that postwar German trials records, usually
housed in the Landesarchive, in the case of Rheinland-Pfalz for all practical
purposes are not available for researchers, because of a law which permits
neither copying nor notetaking.

We are investigateing both cases and will, if appropriate, recommend that the
GSA president direct a written complain to the proper authorities.

As always, members are encouraged to report to the Archives Committee on any
issues, opportunities or problems which they have encountered in their research
in German archives or in other archives which hold German materials.

Ronald Smelser, Chair, GSA Archives Committee
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